
IMPORTANT CLUB STATEMENT ABOUT THE CORONA VIRUS (COVID-19)

Since the beginning of the Corona Virus outbreak, the club has been closely monitoring developments, we’ve been in constant
contact with the RFU and we’ve followed all of the latest advice from Government.

As of this morning, the current position of the RFU has not changed. Their advice is that we should all follow the guidance posted
on the Gov.uk website. https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public

However, the RFU have made it clear that it’s up to individual clubs to make their own decisions on whether to change or cancel
their own planned rugby based activities.

Following discussions with the clubs senior management, we have decided to take the following steps to help combat this crisis:

1. Club activities for all Minis, Juniors and Colts teams will be suspended from 9am Sunday 15th March 2020, until further notice.
This includes all training, matches and fundraising activities.

2. With regards to our Senior sides, the club will await direction from the relevant League Secretary's, allowing them to make the
decision on whether to call a halt to the league. As directed by the RFU, the club reserves the right to postpone or cancel any
fixtures if we feel it necessary. This may be due to infections or self isolation of individuals from within our playing, coaching and
support staff or from within our supporters group.

3. At present, all plans for club tours will remain in place. There is a high probability that our planned tours may need to be
cancelled. HOWEVER, IT IS VITALLY IMPORTANT THAT WE ALLOW THE TOUR OPERATORS TO MAKE THAT CALL
TO CANCEL. IF THE TOUR OPERATOR DOES CANCEL YOUR TEAMS TOUR, IT WILL BE FOLLOWING GOVERNMENT
ADVICE. ANY UNILATERAL ACTION TO CANCEL ON OUR PART, COULD JEOPARDISE OUR CHANCES OF CLAIMING
BACK ANY REFUND. FOR FURTHER ADVICE ON TOURS, PLEASE CONTACT THE CLUB SECRETARY ROGER WILLS.

4. The club is speaking to our commercial partners with regards to their own plans to continue to operate from the club. These
include Slimmers World, Weight Watchers, The Rugby Business Breakfast Club and The Rugby Rotary Club. We have asked
them to take all necessary steps to protect their staff and patrons. They will be making their own statements in due course.

5. The club will continue to take bookings for parties and wakes for the time being, until otherwise directed by the Government.

I hope that you understand our position and that you support the action that we have taken. As a club, we have not taken any of
these steps lightly. We have moved to protect our players, coaches, support staff, supporters and families and to do our bit to
minimise the risk of spreading the infection. Many of our staff and volunteers are self employed or are people who fall within the
groups that are considered to be at a high risk of serious complications from this virus. We also want to play our part to help to reduce
the pressure on local public services. We regularly have players who pick up injuries during games that require treatment at A&E.
The club feels that whilst these steps will be deeply disappointing to us all, that they will help us to act as responsible members of
our local community.

The current situation with regards to the Corona Virus is extremely fluid. There are new developments and statements coming
through on an almost hourly basis.

Please be assured that the club will be keeping a very close eye on all developments and that we are in regular contact with the
RFU. We will continue to monitor and review our position as a club over the coming weeks and months. We will of course do our
very best to keep you up to date on any further developments. Please keep an eye on the club website, social media pages and with
your individual teams group coms.

Please take care of yourself and your families and continue to follow the Governments advice - Wash your hands regularly, and if
you develop a new continuous cough or high temperature, that you should self isolate for a period of 7 days. If your symptoms persist
beyond 7 days or if your condition gets worse, you should then contact the NHS by calling 111.

Yours Sincerely,

Simon McAusland
Chairman
Rugby St Andrews RFC


